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A PWM CLIENT CELEBRATES 
HIS 100TH BIRTHDAY –  
CONGRATULATIONS MR CLAYE!
By Spencer Marshall | Financial Planner | PWM Bryanston

CLIENT TESTIMONY

We have all heard the theory that the first person to live to be 150 years old has already been born. Two 
thousand years ago, the average life expectancy was 35 years and as recently as 1900, this figure had only 
improved marginally to 47 years. Due to massive strides in medical science and improved living conditions, 
the average life expectancy is now in the region of 79 years. In contrast to this, retirement ages are starting 
to come down. The accepted retirement age used to be 65. However, due to economics people are now 
being compelled to retire at the age of 63, or even 61. This widening gap between retirement age and life 
expectancy makes saving for retirement and financial planning ever more challenging.

This brings me to the main reason for this article, and that is to honour one of my clients, who has 
recently turned the remarkable age of 100! I would like to thank his daughter Holly for sending me this 
précis of his long and colourful life.

Michael Havelock Claye celebrated his 100th birthday on Friday 11 September 2020 at Holly’s home in 
Johannesburg. He enjoyed a special luncheon with his local Johannesburg family of 5, while 21 other 
family members from the UK, Australia, US and Zimbabwe joined him on Zoom. He was surrounded by 
banners, over a 100 helium balloons bouncing around the ceiling, and he even received a letter from the 
Queen!! It was a truly festive and memorable event.

Michael was born in Derby, England in 1920 and the family home was in Cambridge, where his father 
was the University’s Assistant Registrar. From the age of 11, he was a boarder at Gadebridge Park School 
in Hemel Hempstead and at 14 he boarded at the Imperial Service College in Windsor. Thereafter, he 
went to Caius College, Cambridge University where he read an MA in History. In 1939, war broke out and 
Michael trained in the University Off icers’ Training Corps, guarding aerodromes. He then joined the 
13th Battalion Sherwood Foresters on the Isle of Man – this regiment became the 163rd Regiment and 
Michael was sent to India. 

MAJOR MICHAEL CLAYE WWIIMICHAEL AND PAT’S WEDDING DAYMICHAEL AS A YOUNG LAD



PWM CONNECT: 2021 | 16

From there he joined the 7th Battalion Leicestershire 
Regiment and took part in the second Chindit invasion 
of Burma. After surviving this period, he joined the 2nd 
Battalion Leicestershire Regiment. He was injured and sent 
to India GHQ to prepare battle plans. Finally, he returned to 
England in early 1945 and ran a POW camp near Swindon.

After the war, from 1950 to 1970, Michael worked for Raleigh 
Bicycles in senior management. In 1953, Michael married 
Patricia, 11 years younger than him. 

Michael’s job with Raleigh took them all over the world and 
their four daughters were born in Cambridge, Montreal 
Canada, Mexico and Nottingham. The Claye family ended 
up in Durban, SA where Michael was the CEO of Triang-
Pedigree (the toy, bicycle and pram manufacturer).

After retiring, Michael ran The Association for The Aged 
in Natal (TAFTA), and from the age of 76 to about 88 he 
did the accounts for Muthandi (Black Association for The 
Aged) as a volunteer. 

Apart from his career and family life, he was known as “Mr 
Fix It” as he was forever doing plumbing jobs, electrics, 
building, tiling, painting, f ixing his cars etc. Tradesmen 
never crossed the family home threshold as he f ixed 
everything himself!!

In December 2017, Michael and Pat moved to Darrenwood 
Retirement Village in Johannesburg to be closer to their youngest daughter Holly and her husband 
Gordon. Sadly, Pat died in January 2018 and Michael moved in with Holly and Gordon.

In June 2018, Michael travelled to the UK to visit his daughter Annabel and in February 2019, he flew 
unaccompanied to stay with his other daughters, Penny and Caroline, in Perth. 

Amazingly, in May 2019, he got his driver’s licence renewed; one of the employees declared he was 
“madala but fresh”!!! However, since lockdown he has 
stopped driving altogether.

When asked about what he attributes his longevity to he 
said:

“Routine; keeping active; avoiding all formal exercise; doing 
cryptic crosswords; eating cornflakes, and marmalade 
on toast every morning for breakfast; eating cake with 
afternoon tea; enjoying whipped cream with a pudding 
after every dinner; and last but not least, waking up every 
day with a positive attitude and thankful to be alive.”

Michael is a truly inspiring centenarian, a gentleman to 
the core, and it is an honour to have him as a client. 
Private Wealth Management salutes you!
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